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Date:   6 July 2009
         For immediate release
Ref: PR053
Max Crofts elected as RICS President

Max Crofts has been inaugurated RICS President for the 2009 / 2010 session, taking up his position at the RICS Annual General Meeting on 6 July. Mr Crofts is a Bristol-based partner at international property consultants King Sturge LLP.  His firm, which will celebrate its 250th anniversary in 2010, has provided two earlier Presidents; William Sturge in 1878 and Philip Franklin in 1976.

A specialist in corporate real estate advice and an arbitrator of property disputes, Mr Crofts joined J P Sturge & Sons in 1970 as its first graduate trainee. In 1974 he opened the firm’s Bath office, which he ran for 17 years before returning to Bristol in 1992 at the time of the firm’s merger with London-based King & Co. 
Speaking at the inauguration Mr Crofts said: 

“The past year has been tumultuous for all in the property world. Members at all levels have been directly or indirectly affected by reduced confidence and fewer business opportunities. 
“The most important action the RICS can take, and which the Presidential Team will reinforce, is to ensure that the letters FRICS and MRICS continue to be recognised both as the ‘gold standard’ in property expertise and as a ‘global passport’ – the world wide badge of quality.  
“We must ensure that the profession has the capacity to take advantage of the inevitable upturn, whenever it comes. We are particularly conscious of the difficulties faced by those who have found themselves seeking new jobs and we are keen to ensure that our qualified members and new entrants are not lost to the profession. 
“One of the ways in which the Institution can underline the profession’s credentials is through its work with Governments around the world, who acknowledge that RICS' measured and thoughtful approach, based on the solid foundation of standards and professionalism, is the answer to a number of challenges in consumer protection and property service, for example in the UK residential sector.”
Max Crofts initially became involved in the RICS Junior Organisation Committee (now RICS matrics) in 1972, and first sat on General Council in 1977. Over the past three decades he has been active in numerous RICS councils and committees, including the Public Affairs Policy Committee (Chairman 2000-2003), Members’ Support Service Management Board (Chairman 2003-09) Ethics, Conduct and Consumer Policy Committee (Vice-Chairman 2003-08), Commission on Major Disaster Management (2005-2008), Standards & Practice Committee (1995-2000), and Compulsory Professional Indemnity Insurance Working Party (Chairman 1995-2000). 

Elected alongside Mr Crofts as President-Elect is Robert Peto, Vice Chairman, Capital Markets, at DTZ, the global real estate consultant quoted on the London Stock Exchange employing some 11,000 people worldwide.  For 9 years to 2008, he was Chairman of DTZ UK and a member of the Board of DTZ Holdings Plc. Based in London he will work closely with the incoming President over the coming year, before assuming the presidency next July.  The two Vice Presidents for 2009/10 will be See Lian Ong from David Langdon & Seah, Malaysia and Alan Collett of Allsop LLP. 
- ENDS - 
Notes for editors:

Robert Peto MA FRICS, is Vice Chairman, Capital Markets, at DTZ, a global real estate consultant quoted on the London Stock Exchange employing some 11,000 people worldwide.  For 9 years to 2008, he was Chairman of DTZ UK and a member of the Board of DTZ Holdings Plc.  

He has had wide experience within DTZ as a General Practice and Investment Surveyor covering Strategic Property Advice, Fund Management, Acquisition and Disposal of Investment Property, Asset Management, Landlord & Tenant relations and Lease Restructuring, Development Management and Valuations.  He ran the Middle Eastern Office from 1983 to 1986.  

Peto is a member of the Bank of England Property Advisory Group and the IPD Index Consultative Committee.  He chaired the RICS/IPF Working Party on Calculation of Investment Worth.  He has been Chairman of the RICS Valuation Standards Board and the RICS International Valuation Professional Group and is now RICS President Elect.  

See Lian Ong, FRICS FISM is a respected property professional in Asia, practising within the international consultancy, Davis Langdon & Seah, Malaysia, a member of Davis Langdon & Seah International.

Ong graduated from the University of Reading, UK with Bachelor of Science (Honours) degree and is a Fellow of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, UK.  He has had more than 35 years experience in the construction industry both in the public sector and in the private sector. He is also a Fellow of the Institution of Surveyors Malaysia, a Registered Quantity Surveyor with the Board of Quantity Surveyors Malaysia and an Accredited Mediator. 

Ong is currently Chairman of RICS Asia World Regional Board (a post he has held since 2005) and also a member of the International Governing Council of RICS. He also sits in the RICS Malaysia Working Group. Under his leadership as Chair of the RICS Asia-Pacific Board and now the Asia Board, he has established a very strong relationship between RICS and ISM in Malaysia and has steered RICS to greater prominence in some of the emerging countries in Asia such as China, Vietnam and Thailand. 

Alan Collett FRICS is a Consultant at Allsop LLP, the independent property consultants and the UK's largest and most successful auction house.
He joined Allsop in 1972 and became an Equity Partner of the firm in 1980, initially leading the Residential Department. Since then he has worked in the development, insolvency, investment and valuation sectors in both residential and commercial property. He was Managing Partner of the firm from 1994-1996, and Senior Partner from May 1996 until May 2006. In July 2009 he became a Consultant, and remains as Chairman of ARIM, the residential investment management subsidiary.

He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors in 1983. He has served as a member of International Governing Council and as Chairman of the Marketing Policy Committee, and remains a member of the Communications Board. As an Affiliate member of the Securities Institute, he retains an involvement in Consortium Investment Management LLP. He is an Honorary Fellow, Trustee and member of the Board of the College of Estate Management, a member of the Executive Board of the Empty Homes Agency and of the Council of the NHBC. 

About RICS

RICS (Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors) is the mark of property professionalism worldwide. It covers all aspects of property, construction and associated environmental issues. RICS has 86,000 chartered members (FRICS and MRICS) and 55,000 members in other categories of membership (TechRICS, trainees and students) globally. It represents, regulates and promotes the work of these property professionals throughout 146 countries. RICS is governed by a Royal Charter which requires it to act in the public interest. It is also a professional regulatory body approved by the UK Government (HM Treasury).
Visit: www.joinricsineurope.eu/en/pressroom/
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