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      For immediate release
PR014/09
RICS maps out sustainable road ahead
RICS (The Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors) is to host a series of Sustainability events, starting with the launch today (17th February) of new research “Toward a Low Carbon Built Environment: A roadmap for Action”. 
The research explores how the Chartered Surveying profession could best play its part in shaping a low carbon built environment. The study was commissioned by RICS to establish the current state of knowledge and practice in this area and to describe a possible framework to support moves towards a low carbon built environment. 

The primary objective is to suggest how a developed country might go about reducing carbon emissions from the built environment. The research also highlights the contributions that individuals, business and governments need to make. Reducing the carbon footprint of buildings is vital as they are responsible for almost 50 per cent of the UK's energy consumption and carbon emissions*.  
RICS proposals for a climate change strategy, also presented today, highlight that RICS’ unique contribution is to identify how policy can be configured to create value for sustainable buildings and assets. RICS will be working with Government as part of the Heat and Energy Saving Strategy announced last week. 

RICS' new Head of Sustainability Arlette Anderson also outlined key areas of practice and guidance work RICS is undertaking.
RICS’ Head of Sustainability Arlette Anderson said:  
“RICS and its members are strongly committed to the delivery of a sustainable property sector where the use of resources, particularly energy, is minimised throughout the life of a building, from concept to disposal. Surveyors work in a complex and difficult market. It might be seen as a luxury to worry about climate change right now but current market conditions mean that now is a time for increasing efforts towards sustainability – occupiers are demanding reduced environmental impacts. There is a growing realisation that such efforts can also help to cut costs.”

Notes for editors:
“Towards a Low Carbon Built Environment: A road map for action”. This research was undertaken by Faber Maunsell  with Lead researcher Zac Grant. A copy of the full report can be found at www.rics.org/climatechange.
RICS proposals for a climate change strategy can be found at  www.rics.org/ccstrategy.
RICS Climate Change Series: transforming the property market will examine how the property profession is responding to the challenges of Climate Change and what action needs to be taken now. Further events will be held over the next two months. They will showcase research, policy and practice in fields relating to Climate Change and Sustainability with a focus on the built environment and will cover the key areas of:

· The Big Picture - Towards a Low Carbon Built Environment: A road map for action

· Zero Carbon  - 18th March

· Value and Green Buildings – 30th March

· Life Cycle Costing of Buildings – 6th May 
*DCLG website 2009
About RICS

RICS (Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors) is the mark of property professionalism worldwide. It covers all aspects of property, construction and associated environmental issues. RICS has 86,000 chartered members (FRICS and MRICS) and 55,000 members in other categories of membership (TechRICS, trainees and students) globally. It represents, regulates and promotes the work of these property professionals throughout 146 countries. RICS is governed by a Royal Charter approved by the UK Parliament which requires it to act in the public interest. It is also a professional regulatory body approved by the British Government (HM Treasury). 
For more information:

Laura Lindberg
Communications & Press Officer

RICS Corporate Communications

www.rics.org/press





